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I drew inspiration for the pictured tote bag from a You Tube 
tutorial by Jenny Doan for Missouri Star Quilt Company. 
View the tutorial for step-by-step instructions and 
note my modifications as listed below. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S7i6Wrl4rZ8 
 
 

• Make two Nine Patches, using eighteen 5” charm squares. Use one Nine 
Patch for the front of the bag and the other Nine Patch for the bag’s back. 
The Nine Patches measure 14” square, unfinished. 

• Cut a piece of coordinating fabric 5” x 14” for the bottom of the bag. Sew 
this piece between the two Nine Patches; take care to orient the Nine 
Patches correctly if using directional prints. 

• Layer this patchwork with thin cotton batting and inexpensive cotton fabric. 
Quilt as desired. Use a walking foot and increase stitch length to 3 or 3.5 if 
quilting with straight lines. I quilted 3/8” on both sides of all seam lines for 
the sample. Stay-stich 1/8” all around the quilt edges. Trim away excess 
batting and backing. 

• Measure the size of the quilted bag top and cut a piece of coordinating 
fabric for the lining using this measurement. 

• Add a pocket to the lining:  Cut a piece of fabric 7” x 14.” Cut a 7” x 7” piece 
of lightweight fusible interfacing and fuse it to the wrong side of half of the 
pocket. Fold the pocket fabric in half, right sides together. The fold is the 
top of the pocket, and the opposite open end will be the bottom. Stitch 
down two sides. Clip upper corners diagonally and turn right side out. Top-
stitch the pocket top ¼” from the fold. Fold and press ¼” at the bottom of 
the pocket to make a seam allowance that will be hidden inside the pocket. 
Place the pocket on the bag lining about 4” down from the top with the 
folded seam allowance at the bottom. Stitch around the sides and bottom 
of the pocket. 

• Fold the outside of the tote bag in half, right sides together, and stitch the 
sides using a 3/8” seam allowance. Similarly, fold the lining of the tote bag 
in half, right sides together, and stitch the sides using a 3/8” seam 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S7i6Wrl4rZ8


allowance. Remember to leave a 6” opening in the middle of one of the 
lining sides for turning the bag right side out. 

• Box the corners at the bottom of the quilted, and box the corners of the 
lining. 

• For 1 ½” x 20” bag handles, cut a strip of coordinating fabric 6” x WOF 
(width of fabric). Fold in quarters as directed in the video tutorial and insert 
a strip of 1 ½” batting. Pin/clip and top-stitch as directed. Cut the sewn strip 
in half, making two handles that are about 20” in length. 

• Measure in 3” from the side seams when pinning the handles to the 
patchwork bag. Use two pins per each handle end to stabilize when sewing. 
Sew around the top of the bag with 3/8” seam allowance and with ¼” seam 
allowance to add strength. Turn the bag and lining right side out and top-
stitch around the top of the bag 1/8” and 3/8” from the top edge. 

• Using coordinating thread, sew the turning opening in the side seam of the 
lining closed. 

 
 
Supplies: 
{18} 5” charm squares 
5” x 14” for bag bottom 
7” x 7” light weight fusible interfacing for pocket 
6” x WOF for bag handles 
½ yd. for bag lining and 7” x 14” pocket 
½ yd. inexpensive fabric for backing the patchwork when quilting 
17” x 37” piece of thin cotton batting 
1 ½” x 42” piecing of cotton batting for handles 
Coordinating thread for piecing and quilting 


