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Dresden, Germany was historically the 
home of fine porcelain manufacture. To 
own decorative tableware from Dresden 
was a mark of affluence. Continuing the 
tradition of creating something beautiful, try your hand at making plates from 
fabric rather than from slip.  
 

To make two Half-Dresden Plates that span the center of the top and bottom 
borders, you need a special acrylic ruler to cut the wedges. Using the Easy 
Dresden wedge ruler (designed by Darlene Zimmerman, EZ Quilting), based on an 
18-degree angle, yields Half-Dresdens with ten wedges each. 
 

Cutting Instructions 
Light Background – cut (2) 8 ½” x 18 ½” rectangles 
Green – cut a circle with 4 ¾” diameter 
Blue, Pink, Green prints – cut (20) wedges, total, using Easy Dresden ruler 
   Cut strips of fabric 6 ½” wide by about 10” and rotate the wedge ruler as you 
cut. Place the narrow end of the ruler on the edge of the 6 ½” wide fabric strip; 
the 6 ½” mark on the ruler will rest on the opposite edge of the fabric strip. 
 
 
 
 
 

Fold each wedge in half, right sides together, and machine stitch the top (widest) 
edge. Back tack at the beginning and end of the seam. Carefully clip the corner at 
the fold and use a turning tool to flip the wedge right side out. Now the wedge is 
pointed at its widest end, and you created a pentagon. Press the seam to one side 
and center the point so that the short sides of the pentagon are the same length. 
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Lay out ten wedges per Half-Dresden, arranging the colors as you wish. Sew the 
wedges together in pairs beginning at the widest end. Press the seams open. Sew 
the pairs together, making two Half-Dresdens with ten wedges each. 
 
Center each Half-Dresden on an 8 ½” x 18 ½” rectangle of Light background fabric. 
Pin in place. (Sliver-trim the wedges on the far left and far right to match the 
bottom edge of the background rectangle.) Hand or machine applique around the 
tips of the wedges, or machine stitch a curve below the tips as shown below. This 
method creates 3-D tips on the Dresden Plates. Note:  I hand-basted these tips to 
the background prior to machine quilting and removed the basting stitches once 
quilting was complete. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hand or machine baste the semi-circle of small wedge ends to the 8 ½’ x 18 ½” 
Light background rectangle. 
 

There are two methods for making the half circles that cover the raw edges of the 
wedges. 
1) Cut a circle with 4” diameter from cardstock or lightweight cardboard. 
Hand-sew a gathering stitch 1/8” away from the edge of the 4 ¾” Green fabric 
circle. Leave 3” “tails” at the beginning and end of the hand stitching.  
Place the 4” cardstock circle on the wrong side in the center of the fabric circle.  
Pull the 3” “tails” of thread so that the fabric wraps around the cardstock circle. 
Distribute the gathers evenly and press well. 
Slip the cardstock circle out of the fabric circle and press again. 
Option:  Use spray starch or hand-baste 1/8” from the folded edge of the circle to 
hold the gathers in place. 
 
Cut the fabric circle in half and center these semi-circles on top of the small 
wedge ends of the Half-Dresdens. Hand or machine applique the curve of the 
semi-circles. Machine or hand-baste the straight edge of the semi-circle to the 
bottom edge of the 8 ½” x 18 ½” background rectangle. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



2) Trace a circle with 4” diameter on the smooth side of light-weight fusible 
interfacing. Cut out about 3/8” larger all around the drawn circle. Pin the 
interfacing circle to the green 4 ¾” fabric circle, bumpy side of interfacing to right 
side of fabric. Do NOT fuse the interfacing to the green circle. Decrease machine 
stitch length and sew entirely around the circle on the drawn line. Trim the seam 
allowance to ¼” and clip all around the circle for smooth turning. Cut the circle in 
half and turn right side out. Use a turning tool to push out the curves to the fullest 
extent. Finger press. Center the semi-circles on the 8 ½” x 18 ½” background, 
covering the raw edges of the Half-Dresden wedges. Press to adhere the fusible 
interfacing. Hand or machine applique the semi-circles in place. Machine or hand-
baste the straight edge of the semi-circle to the bottom edge of the 8 ½” x 18 ½” 
background rectangle. 


