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• Measure all the patchwork blocks. Attach a note to each, stating the measurements, 
left to right and top to bottom. If possible, trim all blocks to the same size; try not to 
compromise triangle points that meet the edges of the blocks. Alternately, make 
some adjustments in the seam allowances to bring blocks to the preferred size. Or 
you may choose to remake blocks that are too large or too small. 

• To deal with sampler blocks that are various sizes, sew a fabric frame around each 
block and then trim all the framed blocks to the same size. 

• When following a pattern, don’t cut the border strips the exact length prescribed. 
Cut them a bit longer and expect your measurements to be a little different owing to 
seam allowance variances. Instead, use the actual measurement of the quilt for the 
border measurements. “It is what it is!” 

• Always measure and pin borders. To measure, stretch the quilt out on a flat surface 
and lay two border strips (that are cut a bit longer than the quilt) through the center 
of the quilt. Place one end flush with the left edge of the quilt and place a quilting 
pin in each strip to mark the right edge of the quilt. Next, pin the border strips to the 
sides of the quilt, easing in fullness. You may allow ¼” extra length (past your pin) if 
necessary. Sew and press. Repeat the process for the remaining opposite sides of the 
quilt. 

• Pin borders on a flat surface, using pins as levers. Resist the temptation to curl your 
fingers to the back side of the quilt top as you pin. Keep both hands on top of the 
quilt. 

• When pressing a pieced border, lay it on the ironing board beside the previous 
border of patchwork. Press to match that length as pieced borders can be easily 
stretched when pressed. 

• Attach borders with a walking foot (even-feed presser foot). If you don’t have a 
walking foot, pin well and sew right up to the pins prior to removing them. Use your 
left hand to smooth or slightly pull the top layer of fabric beneath the presser foot. 

• “Tight tops and Baggy bottoms” – sew with the longer piece on the bottom and the 
shorter piece on top. The feed dogs will help ease in the baggy bottom. 

• Consider trimming down a previously sewn plain border to match the measurement 
of a pieced border. 

• If a pieced border is a bit too long, pin on top of every seam allowance. This rolls a 
tiny bit more fabric into the fold and thus shortens the border. Conversely, if the 
pieced border is a little too short, pin between the seam allowances to allow some 
stretching at the seams. 

• Machine sew a gathering stitch in a border that is too long. A slight gathering will 
help ease fullness to match a border length. 

• Use lots of pins to ease in fullness. Stretch and pin prior to releasing the stretched 
area. 

• Do not ease in fullness in the corners of the quilt where the top border overlaps the 
side borders. Instead, ease in fullness in the patchwork between the bordered 
corners. 


